R R

Comprroller General
of the United States

Washingtan, D.C, 20548

Decision

Mattar of; Thyie Livaroa

File: 3=22Iz32

Date: April 20, 1994

DIGEST

fmployee was srronelisiy auincrized per diem at her officlial
daty starizn, Wotnztut spescific aunnzrity of law, the
gewvarnment may nIt 3y feér aram fr suksistence expenses to
civilian emp.Iy=s=s3s 37 tnerr cfficral duty stations regard-
less ¢f unus=usl C.rsumstanzIes, Furthermore, an authoriza-
Lion Sanorary ©o 3w Iy regulanian does net create an
entitiement T: raimpirgsment, Imployeel’s ¢laims are denied,
DECISION o
The Forest Serv:ive, Cepartment of Agriculture, requests a
decision as to whether it may pay the voucher of Ms, Joyce
Liverca for eupensss at ner official duty station and
whether Ms., L:verza's .ndentedness for the cost of an air-
plane ticket srronecusiy g;ven t> her by the Forest Service
may be waived.,  F2r the following reasons, we deny payment

of her woucher

' we grant wilver oi her indebredness for
the airplane -iz:

o1

Ly

rca is an employae of @ Forast Servzce, Department
ulnurea, wheose »fficial ducty scatcion is Juneau,

Alaska. On Novemcer ., 1992, <he Forest Service placed her
in a leave withoutr pay (LWCP) status, with her consent, and
Ms. Liverca returred =2 John Day, Oregon. In early

May 1993, the Feorest Zervize reguested and Ms., Liverca
agreed to pericrm duty Ln Juneau, Alaska, to assist in some
high priority work inveiving the Fuxon Valdez oil spill,

The Forest Serwvice purihassd a2 round-crip airplane ticker in
the pame of Ms., _.ver>a {or 2808 DYy using a Government

ravel Requegt (37R) ., This —:ickel was used by Ms., Liverca
to travel fram Zregon ts Alaska, and recturn., This purchase
Was arronegus cecause it 1s a federal enployee’s personal

‘This request was submitted by Mr, Edward P. Darragh,
Authorized Cersifying Qfficer, Cepartment of Agriculture,
Washington, DC. Reference: ©340,
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authority of law,

sistance expenses

iucy stations
Will:am Perkette,

ore, an authorization
ncc create an entitlement

€6 Comp., Gen. 666 (1987),

rule, statad above,-
for such subsistence
f life and government

n. Richard G. Rqgge,
Gen. 71 {(1973), Exceptions
unique nature of an

aur

ee e.g., ACTIQON, B-193034,

where there is a threat to
erformance of official

9, Sept. 21, 1987, See
oyees, B-251567, May 6,

1993,

While Ms, Liver

agency, there i
exception stare

or subsistence

We regret than
enctitlements.

treasury are
even arrconecu

ca's
S 1o e
d abovw
2xLans

S

at

iThis wvoucher has no=
54,499,50 consists of $2,37¢6 for lodging,
meals and incidental

2

peen pAaid,

expenses,

sidered hignh priority by the

falls within the
against paying per
izral duty station,

narrow
diem

ve been misled as te her

of money from the federal
rized by statute, and

on given by a government

The total amount of
$2,053.50 for

and 570 for mileage.

B-255585



amplcyee CannIt s3t:ip o Tns foveonrent IrImo o 2ERyLn =3

not oOtherwisg germittal oy -aw. ff:cs °f Zgraorcoad
Management w. =izrom--a, Gkt U023, 4l o lrilci 2 o
Walsh, B-234371, 72z, [, Lliza; D J

472 (1983), Thuz, ws rizTozs -

by Ms, lLiverza In n=r viatn=r,

The Fgorast Servize 3Lz rajis3ti o tnat Ms, Liverzsz’s
indepredness f:r <n= 1727 I8 o2 alrfglans TlIkern,
erroneously given I ner Ly Tne Torast Z&rvice, te waival
The Farest 3Zervice’s report Jemanscritss that there 135 ng
rpdication ¢f Zrauz, 1324 If 3234 farch 2r faule an

Ms, Liverca’s parsc, in2 tnit it oweuld ce azainst eqguity and
gocd zZo2nsclencs anl NIt L5 e Lest interests of the Unitea
Scates 7o deny wWiLver $lnIe M5, LLvarci Was unaware that sne
was not enticles I oTravel I Juneau and return at govern-
ment asrense.

We concur wich =hes findings I -he Forest Service’s report
and we grant walvsr I o2 srrInedus payment of

Ms., Liverca’s airfars 1o =ne amcunt ¢f 3368 pursuant to

5 U.8,C. $ 3384 (13331, Zae Ronsld 3artell, B-225977,

Apr. 14, 1383 (warver s3I =rrcneous pavment of. airfare
purchased gy T?)

In view 22 whe 2utansatiny tircumszances of Ms, Liverca's
situatizn ana :f mwo :=hsr Forest Services employees;, who
financially ass:iszea Ms, Liverca td maintain her hotel room
in Juneau, Alas<s, £z :thaz she could continue her Forest
Service assignmen:z, the Forest Service has also requested
that these matters be submicted rto Congress under cthe
Meritorious Claims Ace, 31 J.5.C. % 3702(d) (1988)., 1In this
regard, the Forestc SerwviZe should prepare a detalled report
to our Office, showing the ijust:ification for such a request
and the actual amounz cf money erxpended by those 1nvolved
See Gary L. Fryman, B3-232135, July 26, 1993, and John H,
Taegle, 65 Comp. Ger. <72 (l3d¢),

Accordingly, we deny gaymsent %2 Ms, Liverca’s wvoucher, but
Wwe grant waiver tf =ha e2rroneous payment of her airfare.
Sespomn o

Robert P. Mur;:y

Acting General T:iunsel

B-255585





